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Scripture reading:  

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.  Psalms 55:22
Congregational: 
Great is the Lord

Great are your works Lord
Let it rise
Drama or Video:
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Message:

How many of you have made decisions that didn’t work out? How many of you decided against what you knew you should do and got stuck?

Today we will explore discerning what to do when you run into road blocks.

Opening Prayer:

Lord most high we are in need of your teaching on the subject of road blocks.

Please open all ears to hear what you want them to get out of this message. Bring hope to those who are experiencing road blocks in Jesus name Amen.
Most of us know what a road block is but to bring clarification for the purposes of this message I will break it down by definition.

Road Block defined:


1 a : a barricade often with traps or mines for holding up an enemy at a point on a road covered by fire b : a road barricade set up especially by law enforcement officers
2 : an obstruction in a road
3 : something that blocks progress or prevents accomplishment of an objective.
Sometimes a health problem can cause a road block. When I was serving with a team from Willow Creek Community Church the Dominican Republic I came down with some sort of bug (Symptoms included  sinus pain, cold, fever probable Flu issue) it side lined me and kept me from Participating in the beginning part of the ICC Churches 1st Christian Arts Conference. I am a Trombone player and was scheduled to play with the band but my face and head was in pain and I almost past out in the parking lot during a break for lunch. This resulted in me staying in the Hotel for 2 days. During my down time I worked on a bible study course that I was enrolled in and I wrote 2 draft sermons that came to mind. Road blocks (This sermon) and the Mirror. Eventually through prayer and Antibiotics I got well enough to play in the last part of the workshop the big Concert event at the Marriott’s Renaissance Hotel and the Sunday church service. Friends it was hot and humid and was basically a grueling performance pace.

Now why am I telling you this?

I shared this with you to just let you know that sometimes the plan changes for unknown reasons. Adjustments are important in life. Listen to an account of my cousin Sarah who was in the South Tower on September 11, 2001.

98TH FLOOR
Eric Eisenberg and Gary Herold, victims
AON Corporation
Portraits of Grief: The Troubleshooter 
Portraits of Grief: Reserved but Loving 

Marissa Panigrosso and Sarah Dechalus, both AON employees, worked with Eric Eisenberg and Gary Herold on the 98th floor of Tower 2. Their encounters with these men make clear the men lost their lives trying to assist others to safety, as Mr. Eisenberg rounded up other employees from the 98th floor and Mr. Herold apparently stood by the stairwell, both urging people to leave after a plane had hit the neighboring north tower. Ms. Panigrosso and Ms. Dechalus both lived, Mr. Eisenberg and Mr. Herold did not. 

Marissa Panigrosso: The plane hits north tower. You heard a loud pop and then it kind of got you up from your desk. My desk was second from the window. It was very odd like the Fourth of July. There were papers that were singed. I would not go near the window. But you could feel the heat. It was just so so hot, I turned to look at the window and I felt the heat on my face. Like an oven door. That was instanteous. We all stood up, people started to scream. That is when Eric came over. 

He said, ``Get away from the window. Everybody get away from the window.'' He said stay calm and go to the stairs. We will go down the stairs to the 78th. A lot of us did want to call family. Most people wanted to talk to someone they love. People got calls, too. 

Eric was very take charge, like let's get moving here. He was the wake up voice. You were stunned. You either froze, or you were running around because you didn't know what was going on. I was not going to wait around. We were so high, you had to leave. We followed Eric. He went to the stairway. He started the train and then went back for other people. I started out walking with Sarah. I met up with Mary Jo Arrowsmith, she was hysterical, she was crying. We went out to 78th floor [where the express elevator is] and into elevator. They were all standing in the skylobby. They were talking. That is when they made the announcement. It said the building is secure, don't evacuate. 

I didn't hear Gary Herold say anything. [while she was on the 98th floor] He was very, very concerned. He was standing at the door way at the stairwell. He had this lost look, like he knew something bad was going on. 

Sarah Dechalus: Saw an explosion ball. It felt like something was coming at us. Someone yelled fire. It felt really hot coming toward us. I sat close to window that faced west. It was, for a moment, it was like it was trying to reach toward building two, but it did not quite make it. I ran toward the elevator. Then I thought, should I try to run back to my desk to get my bag? Some people said, ``I am going to get my bag.'' Some said, ``Don't go down the stairwell. This is kind of high.'' For some reason, I had a thought of Wesley Snipes in a hijacking. He was on an airplane, in that movie, ``Hijack.'' Why am I having this thought? I wondered. Eric passed me. ``Start going down the stairs,'' he said. He was going around. It was a huge floor. He was going around, to the other side. ``Be calm, don't run, We are going to get down safely.'' He was serious, he was concerned about others and making sure. He went completely around the floor to make sure everyone was getting out. 

I came out into the skylobby. I was not sure what to do. I hear the announcement. Something like, ``Building one has been hit, please be careful, don't panic, you can go back to your floors.'' At that point I am thinking maybe I have a chance to go get my bag. I was looking around for any familiar faces. I did not see anyone. I just started thinking real fast. On a normal day, you can't get your stuff that quickly anyway and get out of there. I was standing there two to three minutes. I saw people going back up in the elevators. Many others were just standing there. 

She decided to go down. 
Praise God that my cousin is alive today!

All the people who went to work at the Twin Towers on 911 lives were changed forever.  Sarah’s De Chalus situation had her separated from her purse. The decision she made while experiencing this road block saved her life.

Friends, just do the best you can with the circumstances whiles staying prayed up.

If you feel that you were passed up for a promotion at work, don’t worry. The Lord will make a way for you if it is in his will for you to move up.

Sometimes something happens as a result of disobedience. Please open up your Bible’s to Numbers 22:1-41, 23:1-30, 24: 1-25 and let’s read the story of Balaam and his Donkey. This will be a lot of reading for some of you but please stay focus letting God’s word get your undivided attention.
Chapter 22 - The Moabite king Balak summons the prophet Balaam

 1  And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in

    the plains of Moab on this side Jordan by Jericho.

 2  And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had 
    done to the Amorites.

 3  And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because they

    were many: and Moab was distressed because of the

    children of Israel.

 4  And Moab said unto the elders of Midian, Now shall

    this company lick up all that are round about us, as

    the ox licketh up the grass of the field. And Balak

    the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that

    time.

 5  He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of

    Beor to Pethor, which is by the river of the land of

    the children of his people, to call him, saying,

    Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt: behold,

    they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over

    against me:

 6  Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people;

    for they are too mighty for me: peradventure I shall

    prevail, that we may smite them, and that I may drive

    them out of the land: for I wot that he whom thou

    blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is

    cursed.

 7  And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian

    departed with the rewards of divination in their hand;

    and they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him the

    words of Balak.

 8  And he said unto them, Lodge here this night, and I

    will bring you word again, as the Lord shall speak

    unto me: and the princes of Moab abode with Balaam.

 9  And God came unto Balaam, and said, What men are these

    with thee?

 10 And Balaam said unto God, Balak the son of Zippor,

    king of Moab, hath sent unto me, saying,

 11 Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt, which

    covereth the face of the earth: come now, curse me

    them; peradventure I shall be able to overcome them,

    and drive them out.

 12 And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them;

    thou shalt not curse the people: for they are blessed.

 13 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto the

    princes of Balak, Get you into your land: for the Lord

    refuseth to give me leave to go with you.

 14 And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto

    Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth to come with us.

 15 And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more

    honourable than they.

 16 And they came to Balaam, and said to him, Thus saith

    Balak the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee,

    hinder thee from coming unto me:

 17 For I will promote thee unto very great honour, and I

    will do whatsoever thou sayest unto me: come

    therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people.

 18 And Balaam answered and said unto the servants of

    Balak, If Balak would give me his house full of silver

    and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my

    God, to do less or more.

 19 Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye also here this

    night, that I may know what the Lord will say unto me

    more.

 20 And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him,

    If the men come to call thee, rise up, and go with

    them; but yet the word which I shall say unto thee,

    that shalt thou do.

 21 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his

    ass, and went with the princes of Moab.

 22 And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the

    angel of the Lord stood in the way for an adversary

    against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his

    two servants were with him.

 23 And the ass saw the angel of the Lord standing in the

    way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and the ass

    turned aside out of the way, and went into the field:

    and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the way.

 24 But the angel of the Lord stood in a path of the

    vineyards, a wall being on this side, and a wall on

    that side.

 25 And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, she thrust

    herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot

    against the wall: and he smote her again.

 26 And the angel of the Lord went further, and stood in a

    narrow place, where was no way to turn either to the

    right hand or to the left.

 27 And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, she fell

    down under Balaam: and Balaam's anger was kindled, and

    he smote the ass with a staff.

 28 And the Lord opened the mouth of the ass, and she said

    unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, that thou

    hast smitten me these three times?

 29 And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked

    me: I would there were a sword in mine hand, for now

    would I kill thee.

 30 And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon

    which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine unto

    this day? was I ever wont to do so unto thee? And he

    said, Nay.

 31 Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw

    the angel of the Lord standing in the way, and his

    sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head,

    and fell flat on his face.

 32 And the angel of the Lord said unto him, Wherefore

    hast thou smitten thine ass these three times? behold,

    I went out to withstand thee, because thy way is

    perverse before me:

 33 And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three

    times: unless she had turned from me, surely now also

    I had slain thee, and saved her alive.

 34 And Balaam said unto the angel of the Lord, I have

    sinned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way

    against me: now therefore, if it displease thee, I

    will get me back again.

 35 And the angel of the Lord said unto Balaam, Go with

    the men: but only the word that I shall speak unto

    thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the

    princes of Balak.

 36 And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, he went out

    to meet him unto a city of Moab, which is in the

    border of Arnon, which is in the utmost coast.

 37 And Balak said unto Balaam, Did I not earnestly send

    unto thee to call thee? wherefore camest thou not unto

    me? am I not able indeed to promote thee to honour?

 38 And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, I am come unto thee:

    have I now any power at all to say any thing? the word

    that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak.

 39 And Balaam went with Balak, and they came unto

    Kirjathhuzoth.

 40 And Balak offered oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam,

    and to the princes that were with him.

 41 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Balak took

    Balaam, and brought him up into the high places of

    Baal, that thence he might see the utmost part of the

    people.

Chapter 23 - Balaam's first and second prophecies
 1  And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven

    altars, and prepare me here seven oxen and seven rams.

 2  And Balak did as Balaam had spoken; and Balak and

    Balaam offered on every altar a bullock and a ram.

 3  And Balaam said unto Balak, Stand by thy burnt

    offering, and I will go: peradventure the Lord will

    come to meet me: and whatsoever he sheweth me I will

    tell thee. And he went to an high place.

 4  And God met Balaam: and he said unto him, I have

    prepared seven altars, and I have offered upon every

    altar a bullock and a ram.

 5  And the Lord put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said,

    Return unto Balak, and thus thou shalt speak.

 6  And he returned unto him, and, lo, he stood by his

    burnt sacrifice, he, and all the princes of Moab.

 7  And he took up his parable, and said, Balak the king

    of Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the

    mountains of the east, saying, Come, curse me Jacob,

    and come, defy Israel.

 8  How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? or how

    shall I defy, whom the Lord hath not defied?

 9  For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the

    hills I behold him: lo, the people shall dwell alone,

    and shall not be reckoned among the nations.

 10 Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the

    fourth part of Israel? Let me die the death of the

    righteous, and let my last end be like his!

 11 And Balak said unto Balaam, What hast thou done unto

    me? I took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold,

    thou hast blessed them altogether.

 12 And he answered and said, Must I not take heed to

    speak that which the Lord hath put in my mouth?

 13 And Balak said unto him, Come, I pray thee, with me

    unto another place, from whence thou mayest see them:

    thou shalt see but the utmost part of them, and shalt

    not see them all: and curse me them from thence.

 14 And he brought him into the field of Zophim, to the

    top of Pisgah, and built seven altars, and offered a

    bullock and a ram on every altar.

 15 And he said unto Balak, Stand here by thy burnt

    offering, while I meet the Lord yonder.

 16 And the Lord met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth,

    and said, Go again unto Balak, and say thus.

 17 And when he came to him, behold, he stood by his burnt

    offering, and the princes of Moab with him. And Balak

    said unto him, What hath the Lord spoken?

 18 And he took up his parable, and said, Rise up, Balak,

    and hear; hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor:

 19 God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son

    of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall

    he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make

    it good?

 20 Behold, I have received commandment to bless: and he

    hath blessed; and I cannot reverse it.

 21 He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he

    seen perverseness in Israel: the Lord his God is with

    him, and the shout of a king is among them.

 22 God brought them out of Egypt; he hath as it were the

    strength of an unicorn.

 23 Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither

    is there any divination against Israel: according to

    this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel,

    What hath God wrought!

 24 Behold, the people shall rise up as a great lion, and

    lift up himself as a young lion: he shall not lie down

    until he eat of the prey, and drink the blood of the

    slain.

 25 And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse them at all,

    nor bless them at all.

 26 But Balaam answered and said unto Balak, Told not I

    thee, saying, All that the Lord speaketh, that I must

    do?

 27 And Balak said unto Balaam, Come, I pray thee, I will

    bring thee unto another place; peradventure it will

    please God that thou mayest curse me them from thence.

 28 And Balak brought Balaam unto the top of Peor, that

    looketh toward Jeshimon.

 29 And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven

    altars, and prepare me here seven bullocks and seven

    rams.

 30 And Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered a

    bullock and a ram on every altar.

Numbers 24


1 Now when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he did not resort to sorcery as at other times, but turned his face toward the desert. 2 When Balaam looked out and saw Israel encamped tribe by tribe, the Spirit of God came upon him 3 and he uttered his oracle: 

"The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, 
the oracle of one whose eye sees clearly, 
4 the oracle of one who hears the words of God, 
who sees a vision from the Almighty, [1] 
who falls prostrate, and whose eyes are opened: 

5 "How beautiful are your tents, O Jacob, 
your dwelling places, O Israel! 

6 "Like valleys they spread out, 
like gardens beside a river, 
like aloes planted by the LORD , 
like cedars beside the waters. 
7 Water will flow from their buckets; 
their seed will have abundant water. 

"Their king will be greater than Agag; 
their kingdom will be exalted. 

8 "God brought them out of Egypt; 
they have the strength of a wild ox. 
They devour hostile nations 
and break their bones in pieces; 
with their arrows they pierce them. 
9 Like a lion they crouch and lie down, 
like a lioness-who dares to rouse them? 

"May those who bless you be blessed 
and those who curse you be cursed!" 

10 Then Balak's anger burned against Balaam. He struck his hands together and said to him, "I summoned you to curse my enemies, but you have blessed them these three times. 11 Now leave at once and go home! I said I would reward you handsomely, but the LORD has kept you from being rewarded." 
12 Balaam answered Balak, "Did I not tell the messengers you sent me, 13 'Even if Balak gave me his palace filled with silver and gold, I could not do anything of my own accord, good or bad, to go beyond the command of the LORD -and I must say only what the LORD says'? 14 Now I am going back to my people, but come, let me warn you of what this people will do to your people in days to come." 


Balaam's Fourth Oracle 
15 Then he uttered his oracle: 

"The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, 
the oracle of one whose eye sees clearly, 
16 the oracle of one who hears the words of God, 
who has knowledge from the Most High, 
who sees a vision from the Almighty, 
who falls prostrate, and whose eyes are opened: 

17 "I see him, but not now; 
I behold him, but not near. 
A star will come out of Jacob; 
a scepter will rise out of Israel. 
He will crush the foreheads of Moab, 
the skulls [2] of [3] all the sons of Sheth. [4] 
18 Edom will be conquered; 
Seir, his enemy, will be conquered, 
but Israel will grow strong. 
19 A ruler will come out of Jacob 
and destroy the survivors of the city." 



Balaam's Final Oracles 
20 Then Balaam saw Amalek and uttered his oracle: 

"Amalek was first among the nations, 
but he will come to ruin at last." 

21 Then he saw the Kenites and uttered his oracle: 

"Your dwelling place is secure, 
your nest is set in a rock; 
22 yet you Kenites will be destroyed 
when Asshur takes you captive." 

23 Then he uttered his oracle: 

"Ah, who can live when God does this? [5] 
24 Ships will come from the shores of Kittim; 
they will subdue Asshur and Eber, 
but they too will come to ruin." 

25 Then Balaam got up and returned home and Balak went his own way.

Notice Balaam was used by God as a road block to Balak giving him a chance to get right with God. He was used to set an example of following God regardless of any offers being made to the contrary.
Questions:

Do you have someone in your life that can see trouble and stop you like Balaam’s Donkey? If so, praise God for them. Only the Lord knows where you would be without them.
Can you be like Balaam or even his donkey to someone else?

We are almost done so let me leave you with some action steps to help you with the road blocks when they occur in your life.
Action Steps:

1. Pray continually to discern God’s will. 1 Thessalonians 5:17

2. Confess [your] faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. James 5:16

3. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established.  Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil. Proverbs 4:26-27

4. Quench not the Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:19

5. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 1Thessalonians 5:21

6. Seek council from mature believers. 

7. Be Still.  Psalm 46:10

8. Trust God with whatever the outcome.

9. Focus on things that matter to the kingdom of God. 

10. Make sure that you have addressed the ultimate road block prevent you from appropriating eternal life.

Conclusion:

Friends, the ultimate road block that every human being must face is a decision. The answer is at the foot of the cross. You see the cross held our Savior Jesus Christ up for all to see how much God loves you and me. 
Jesus Christ being crucified happened and is well documented in history. Will you accept Jesus as your Savior, the forgiver of your sins and Lord of your life?
If you do so, the road block to Eternity with a loving heavenly Father will be removed once and for all!

Anyone interested in taking this step please come forth. Altar call...
Note: If you are reading this via our web-site please go to our web-site link “what do I have to do to get to heaven?  There you will read through the salvation explanation and then read the prayer process. 
Another option is to download our audio prayer that you can pray along with. 
Closing Prayer:

Lord, please show your power in the lives of all who hear or read this message. 

Help us so we can remember what was taught and apply your teaching to our lives.

Heavenly Father please remove the road blocks that is not part of you plan for us for your Glory in Jesus name amen.
Walk out music:  Potters Hand Instrumental
What do I have to do to get to Heaven?
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